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Welcome to Mt. Olive 
From all of us at Mt. Olive, welcome to worship. We are so glad that you have joined us today.  

  

A Few Notes Before Worship 
• Restrooms are located in the entryway 

• We love having children in worship! We realize that can sometimes be challenging. If your 
child becomes restless, the fellowship hall or the library (across from the restrooms) are great 
places to regroup. 

• Baby changing stations are located in every restroom  

• You are our guest. If there is something else we can help you with, please let an usher know. 
They will be happy to assist. 

• Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this worship folder or as noted 
in the blue hymnal located in your pew.  

 

Assistive Listening System Available 
Our assistive listening system is available with the use of the free app, Listen EVERYWHERE 
(available for both Android and Apple devices). If you are interested in using Mt. Olive’s assistive 
listening system, please pick up an informational card on the table in the entryway or ask an usher 
for assistance.  

 

A Time For Watchfulness 

Imagine you are planning to take the family out to dinner. You all have to wait on someone to get 
ready. Minute after minute passes. What can happen in that situation? It is easy to focus on 
something else and completely forget the original goal. When that family member is finally ready, 
you’ve become immersed in a movie. Or perhaps, as you were waiting, you grew drowsy and fell 
asleep.  
 
As we wait for Christ to return, as day after day passes, it can be easy to get distracted, to lose 
vigilance, to become spiritually drowsy. God forbid that Christ should return and find us spiritually 
asleep. Today we are reminded that the time in between Christ’s first and second coming is a time 
for watchfulness. The Church prayers, “Lord God, keep us every watchful for the coming of your 
Son that we may sit with him and all your holy ones at the marriage feast in heaven.” 

 

A Prayer Before Worship 
Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with fellow believers 
to join in worship and praise.  May my worship and meditation this day be pleasing in Your sight and 
be deserving of Your honor. Amen.  
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Hymn 705 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 

 

 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, abr., alt. 
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession CW 172 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Absolution CW 172 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

Glory to God in the Highest  

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Michael D. Schultz 
Tune: Lowell Mason 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
Tune: Public domain 
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The Word 

 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be delivered from this 

world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming of your Son that we may sit with him 

and all your holy ones at the marriage feast in heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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First Reading Isaiah 52:1–6 

1Awake, awake, Zion, 

 clothe yourself with strength! 

Put on your garments of splendor, 

 Jerusalem, the holy city. 

The uncircumcised and defiled 

 will not enter you again. 
2Shake off your dust; 

 rise up, sit enthroned, Jerusalem. 

Free yourself from the chains on your neck, 

 Daughter Zion, now a captive. 

 3For this is what the LORD says: 

“You were sold for nothing, 

 and without money you will be redeemed.” 

 4For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: 

“At first my people went down to Egypt to live; 

 lately, Assyria has oppressed them. 

 5“And now what do I have here?” declares the LORD. 

“For my people have been taken away for nothing, 

 and those who rule them mock,” 

declares the LORD. 

“And all day long 

 my name is constantly blasphemed. 
6Therefore my people will know my name; 

 therefore in that day they will know 

that it is I who foretold it. 

 Yes, it is I.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 491 Come, You Thankful People, Come 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Henry Alford, 1810–1871, alt. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 

 1Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2for you know 

very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3While people are saying, 

“Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, 

and they will not escape. 

 4But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 
5You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the 

darkness. 6So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. 7For 

those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8But since we belong 

to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a 

helmet. 9For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 10He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with 

him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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The children may come forward for the children's devotion during verse 2 

 

Hymn of the Day 486 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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God's Word In Our Lives 

 

A Time for Watchfulness Matthew 25:1-13 

 1“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out 

to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3The foolish ones took 

their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with 

their lamps. 5The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell 

asleep. 

 6“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 

 7“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish ones said to the wise, 

‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 

 9“ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell 

oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 

 10“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were 

ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 

 11“Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ 

 12“But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ 

 13“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 
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Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Welcome! 

Worship Registers 

We’re so glad you could join us for worship today and would love to have a record of your visit! 

Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated! 

Use the QR Code below for an online worship register 

 

 

 
 

  

https://www.mtolivesuamico.com/worship-register
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Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 
  
Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. Lead 
us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 
Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 
  
Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a love like 
yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 
  
Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each other 
with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping their 
children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and make them a blessing to 
others. 
Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds. 
  
Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for those 
who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to defend those 
who cannot defend themselves. 
Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all. 
  
Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome unbelief, 
and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has forgiven their 
sins and opened the gates of heaven. 
Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 
  
Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. [Pour out your 
special blessing on . . . here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Give patience and compassion 
to all who care for the sick and dying. 
Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers, spoken 
and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Hymn 873 Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Johann B. Freystein, 1671–1718, abr.; (sts. 1, 3–5): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-book, 1907, 
alt. 
Tune: adapt. William H. Monk, 1823–1889; Hundert . . . geistlicher Arien, Dresden, 1694 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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