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Welcome to Mt. Olive 
From all of us at Mt. Olive, welcome to worship. We are so glad that you have joined us today.  

  

A Few Notes Before Worship 
• Restrooms are located in the entryway 

• We love having children in worship! We realize that can sometimes be challenging. If your 
child becomes restless, the fellowship hall or the library (across from the restrooms) are great 
places to regroup. 

• Baby changing stations are located in every restroom  

• You are our guest. If there is something else we can help you with, please let an usher know. 
They will be happy to assist. 

• Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this worship folder or as noted 
in the blue hymnal located in your pew.  

 

Assistive Listening System Available 
Our assistive listening system is available with the use of the free app, Listen EVERYWHERE 
(available for both Android and Apple devices). If you are interested in using Mt. Olive’s assistive 
listening system, please pick up an informational card on the table in the entryway or ask an usher 
for assistance.  

 

Jesus Demonstrates Absolute Authority 
Authority is the power to determine what happens, the ability to give direction or even commands. 
Authority is limited. Authority is limited in duration. Parents have authority over their children until 
they grow up and move out. Authority is limited in scope. A governor has authority over the 
people of his state only, not the neighboring state. Authority is limited by levels. A manager has 
authority over employees unless the company owner—a higher authority—demotes him. Authority 
is limited in duration and scope. It is limited by higher levels of authority.  
 
This week we see that there is one man—only one!—who has absolute authority. There is no one, 
not even the demons, who is outside his authority. As the Son of God there is no higher authority 
than Jesus. And his authority is everlasting. But here is the best part of this epiphany: Jesus graciously 
uses his absolute authority for our benefit and blessing. 

 

A Prayer Before Worship 
Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with fellow believers 
to join in worship and praise.  May my worship and meditation this day be pleasing in Your sight and 
be deserving of Your honor. Amen.  
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Hymn 729 Son of God, Eternal Savior 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, abr., alt. 
Tune: The Revivalist, Troy, 1868, ed. Joseph Hillman 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

 

Stand 
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Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 189 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Declaration of Grace CW 189 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us 

from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 

 



5 

 

Hymn 608 Glory Be to God the Father sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889 
Tune: Walter G. Whinfield, 1865–1919 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Word 

 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses, and in all our dangers and 

needs stretch out the right hand of your majesty to help and defend us; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Deuteronomy 18:15–20 

 15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your fellow 

Israelites. You must listen to him. 16For this is what you asked of the LORD your God at Horeb on 

the day of the assembly when you said, “Let us not hear the voice of the LORD our God nor see 

this great fire anymore, or we will die.” 

 17The LORD said to me: “What they say is good. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you 

from among their fellow Israelites, and I will put my words in his mouth. He will tell them 

everything I command him. 19I myself will call to account anyone who does not listen to my words 

that the prophet speaks in my name. 20But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I 

have not commanded, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, is to be put to death.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 608 Glory Be to God the Father sts. 3–4 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889 
Tune: Walter G. Whinfield, 1865–1919 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Second Reading Hebrews 3:1–6 

 1Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on 

Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest. 2He was faithful to the one who 

appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. 3Jesus has been found worthy of 

greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself. 
4For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything. 5“Moses was faithful as 

a servant in all God’s house,” bearing witness to what would be spoken by God in the future. 6But 

Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we hold firmly to 

our confidence and the hope in which we glory. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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The children may come forward for the children's devotion during verse 3 

 

Hymn of the Day 744 Rise, Shine, You People 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt. 
Tune: Dale Wood, 1934–2003 
Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
Tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541 
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God's Word In Our Lives 

 

Jesus Demonstrates Absolute Authority Mark 1:21-28 

 21They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and 

began to teach. 22The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had 

authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by 

an impure spirit cried out, 24“What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 

destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 

 25“Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26The impure spirit shook the man violently 

and came out of him with a shriek. 

 27The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching—and 

with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.” 28News about him 

spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. 
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Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Welcome! 

Worship Registers 

We’re so glad you could join us for worship today and would love to have a record of your visit! 

Any information you’d be willing to share would be greatly appreciated! 

Use the QR Code below for an online worship register 

 

 

 
 

  

https://www.mtolivesuamico.com/worship-register


12 

 

Installation of Members Who Participate in the Public 

Ministry 

 

Those being installed approach the altar. 

 

The presiding minister speaks to those being installed: 

 

Dear friends, 

  

In Holy Baptism, our Lord Jesus Christ set you free from sin and death and made you members of 

his body, the church. Through Word and sacrament, the Holy Spirit has nurtured your faith and 

increased your love. 

  

You have now been appointed to serve our Lord on behalf of this congregation. The Lord has 

entrusted you with responsibilities that you are to carry out according to his Word. St. Paul wrote 

concerning service in the church: “We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of 

us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then 

serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then 

give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.” 

  

St. Paul spoke to all who serve the Savior: “It is required that those who have been given a trust 

must prove faithful.” The Lord has promised to be with you and give you the gifts you will need to 

carry out the work entrusted to you. 

  

As servants of Jesus Christ and workers in this congregation, you are to set aside time for study of 

the Scriptures so that you may grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. You are 

to strive to be an example of Christian faith and life so that others may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 

  

So that the congregation may be assured of your willingness to serve, I ask you in the presence of 

God and this congregation: 

  

Will you diligently and faithfully carry out the work entrusted to you, according to the ability which 

God gives you? If so, answer: I will, and I ask God to help me. 

I will, and I ask God to help me. 
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Installation 

I install you as Councilmen at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  

The Lord pour out on you his Holy Spirit for the work you have been called to do that you may 

faithfully carry out all your duties and responsibilities with the Word of God as your confidence 

and guide. 

 

The minister speaks to the congregation: 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, I urge you to regard these fellow believers as servants of Jesus Christ 

and God’s gifts to his church. Pray for them and support them in their service so that believers may 

be strengthened in faith and many others may come to know the Savior and the eternal hope he 

gives. 

 

 

Let us pray. 

  

Gracious God, you bless your church through the willing work and special gifts of so many people. 

We ask you to send your Holy Spirit to the servants we are installing today that they may carry out 

their duties with diligence, wisdom, and humility. Encourage them to seek guidance from your 

Word and lead them to pray for your direction. Help them to be good examples to others and 

support the work of the gospel ministry in this congregation. Keep them in your care and 

encourage them by your grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The minister says to those being installed: 

 

The Lord bless you and make your service a blessing to others. 

 

We sincerely thank those who in the past year(s) have served the Lord and his people with their time 

and abilities. May the Lord graciously bless you and those you have served. 

 

Those being installed may return to their places. 



14 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we live. 

You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory. 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

  

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and 

demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises and our 

desire to live according to your will. 

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 

  

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who sneer at 

your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and persecution.    

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 

  

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help them 

distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and lasting joy. 

Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel. 

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    

  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who are 

afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless . . . here name the person and the cause of the petition.] 

Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners who miss someone they 

loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us patience to 

accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us for the 

day when you will take us to be with you forever. 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Hymn 919 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word st. 4 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. unknown, alt.; Geistreiches Gesang-Büchlein, Berlin, 1707 
Tune: Johann R. Ahle, 1625–1673, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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