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Welcome to Mt. Olive
From all of us at Mt. Olive, welcome to worship. We are so glad that you have joined us today.

A Few Notes Before Worship

e Restrooms are located in the entryway

e We love having children in worship! We realize that can sometimes be challenging. If
your child becomes restless, the fellowship hall or the library (across from the
restrooms) are great places to regroup.

e Baby changing stations are located in every restroom

®  Youare our guest. If there is something else we can help you with, please let an usher
know. They will be happy to assist.

e Tinally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this worship folder or
as noted in the blue hymnal located in your pew.

Assistive Listening System Available

Our assistive listening system is available with the use of the free app, Listen
EVERYWHERE (available for both Android and Apple devices). 1f you are interested in
using Mt. Olive’s assistive listening system, please pick up an informational card on the table
in the entryway or ask an usher for assistance.

We Have A Meaningful Message to Share

A platitude is a statement aimed at helping sooth some sort of emotional unease. “What
doesn’t kill you makes you stronger.” Or “Life is a mystery.” Or “Good things come to
those who wait.” While platitudes may be well-intentioned, at best they come off as trite.
And since platitudes provide no real help, they can actually make a situation worse. Tell the
one whose heart is shattering, “Life is a mystery.” They won’t appreciate your platitude or
you.

The resurrection gives believers the ability to offer more than platitudes. We have a
meaningful message to share—of repentance, of forgiveness, of peace, of power. The reality
is we have something important to say to every single person that God brings into our
sphere of influence. And our risen Savior gives us the courage and power to share that
meaningful message.

A Prayer Before Worship

Dear Lord, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with fellow
believers to join in worship and praise. May my worship and meditation this day be pleasing
in Your sight and be deserving of Your honor. Amen.



Hymn 901 O Christians, Haste

Stand

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the =~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 172

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection



Absolution CW 172

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole wotld. Therefore, as a called servant
of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy CW 174

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

The Word

Salutation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O God, by the humiliation of your Son, you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of death.
By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of eternal
joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Genesis 12:1-3

The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s
household to the land I will show you.

2] will make you into a great nation,
and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
3] will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day Psalm 8



Second Reading Ephesians 4:11-13

11So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, *to
equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 2until we all
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to
the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Reading Acts 1:1-9

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2until
the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke
about the kingdom of God. *On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have
heard me speak about. *For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit.”

6Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore
the kingdom to Israel?”

"He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own
authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their
sight.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated.



The children may come forward during verse 3 or the children's devotion.

Hymn of the Day 876 Fight the Good Fight

God's Word In Our Lives

We Are On A Mission Ephesians 4:11—13

Building Up
THE BODY OF

CHRIST



Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The thitd day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated



Welcome!

Worship Registers

We’re so glad you conld join us for worship today and wonld love to have a record of your visit!
Any information yon'd be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!
Use the QR Code below for an online worship register
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https://www.mtolivesuamico.com/worship-register

Prayer of the Church

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place.

Eternal Lotd, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. Lead
us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us.
Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today.

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a love
like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people.
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each other
with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping their
children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and make them a blessing
to othets.

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds.

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for those
who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to defend those
who cannot defend themselves.

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all.

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome unbelief,
and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has forgiven their
sins and opened the gates of heaven.

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you.

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. [Pour out your
special blessing on . . . here name the person and the cause of the petition.| Give patience and compassion
to all who care for the sick and dying.

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer
Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Heat our prayers, spoken

and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and -+ give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 870 O Church, Arise
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