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Welcome to Mt. Olive

From all of us at Mt. Olive, welcome to worship. We are so glad that you have joined us today.

A Few Notes Before Worship

e Restrooms are located in the entryway

e We love having children in worship! We realize that can sometimes be challenging. If your
child becomes restless, the fellowship hall or the library (across from the restrooms) are great
places to regroup.

e Baby changing stations are located in every restroom
e You are our guest. If there is something else we can help you with, please let an usher know.
They will be happy to assist.

e Finally, you’ll find everything you need for worship printed in this worship folder or as noted
in the blue hymnal located in your pew.

Assistive Listening System Available

Our assistive listening system is available with the use of the free app, Listen EVERYWHERE
(available for both Android and Apple devices). If you are interested in using Mt. Olive’s assistive
listening system, please pick up an informational card on the table in the entryway or ask an usher
for assistance.

Christ’s Ascension Means He Is Closer Than Ever

Conventional wisdom would say if Christ has ascended into heaven, he is further away from his
tollowers than when he was visibly on earth. The resurrection reality is that it is the other way
around. Now that Christ has ascended, he is closer than ever. The living and ascended Savior has
reassumed full use of all his divine power. So if you need Christ’s help, you don’t need to hunt for
him in Galilee. You call to him in prayer, wherever you are, whenever you want, and he hears and
acts. You want to hear Jesus speak? You don’t need to chase him down. Open his Word and listen
to his powerful, life-giving voice.

The ascension marks the completion of Jesus’ earthly mission, but it does not signify the end of his
work. Christ ascended to exercise his limitless authority for the Church as we carry out our mission
to be Christ’s ambassadors of grace to the world. Therefore, the Festival of the Ascension is one of
the oldest and most joyful celebrations in the Christian Church. It will be observed by Christians
until Christ returns to take us to be with him.

A Prayer Before Worship

Dear Lotrd, I thank you for giving me this opportunity today to gather together with fellow believers
to join in worship and praise. May my worship and meditation this day be pleasing in Your sight and
be deserving of Your honor. Amen.
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min - ion fi - nal-ly de- feat - ed, we are his wit-ness - es.
ser - vants, still in faith con - fess - ing, we are his wit-ness - es.
ci - ples out of ev-’ry na - tion, we are his wit-ness - es.

a - ges, glo-ri-ous-ly reign-ing, we are his wit-ness - es.
Spir - it, love and pow’r re - ceiv - ing, we are his wit-ness - es.

Texct: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926
Tune: Antiphoner, Paris, 1681
Texct: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: Onelicense no. 734541

Tune: Public domain

Stand

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

747 Christ High-Ascended
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Ascension Dialogue

Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights above.

Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his heavenly hosts.

How majestic is the Lord’s name in all the earth!

He has set his glory above the heavens.

For the Lord is the Most High over all the earth.

He is exalted far above all gods.

God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets.

God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.

The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble.
He sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth shake.

The throne of our God will last forever and ever.

A scepter of justice will be the scepter of his kingdom.

Praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted.

His splendor is above the earth and the heavens.



Hymn 474 Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise sts. 1-2, 5—6
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death and sin; take the King of glo - ry in!
all our race, near him - self pre - pares a place.
cloud - ed see, live with him e - ter - nal - ly

Texct: Charles Wesley, 1707—1788, abr., alt.
Tune: adapt. Richard Redbead, 1820—1901; Pierre de Corbeille, d. 1221

Texct and tune: Public domain

The Word

Salutation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens, and at God’s right hand
you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that, at your
command and by your power, we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Acts 1:1-11

'Tn my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the
day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he
had chosen. *After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs
that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of
God. *On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.
*For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

“Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lotd, are you at this time going to restore the
kingdom to Israel?”

"He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own
authority. *But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

?After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.

""They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in
white stood beside them. "“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the
sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way

you have seen him go into heaven.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day
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1 All peo-ples, clap your hands, and shout with joy and sing.
2 God has gone up on high, with shout and trum-pet voice;
3 No-bles from all the earth are joined with A-bram’s seed;
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The LorD Most Highis to be feared; he is the earth’s great King.
sing praise to God, our glo -rious King, sing praise to him, re - joice!
the rul - ers of theworld are God’s; he’s lift - ed high in - deed!
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He brings the na-tions down, sub - dues them in our sight;
For God is King of all. Sing praise with all your skill;
So to the Fa - ther raise, with his as-cend-ed Son,
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he choos-es our in-her - it - ance; his love is Ja- cob’s might.
he sits up-on his ho - ly throne and rules the na-tions still.
and Ho - ly Spir-it end-less praise, e - ter - nal Three in One.

Text: Christopher L. Webber
Tune: George |. Elvey

Texct: © 1986 Christopher L. Webber, admin. Church Publishing Inc. , alt. Used by permission: License no. 130337336

Tune: Public domain

Psalm 47D



Second Reading Epbhesians 4:7-16

"But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. *This is why it says:

“When he ascended on high,
he took many captives

and gave gifts to his people.”

?(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? '"He
who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole
universe.) ''So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and
teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up
Buntil we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature,
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

"Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and
there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful
scheming. ""Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the matute
body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. "From him the whole body, joined and held together

by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

The Word of the Lotrd.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Gospel Acclamation Matthew 28:20

Refrain
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Surelylam withyou al - ways, to the very end of the age.

Tune: © 2014 GLA Publications, Inc. (tone). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541

Gospel Luke 24:44-53

*He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled
that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”

“Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptutes. *He told them, “This is
what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, *'and repentance
for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. *You
are witnesses of these things. T am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in
the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

*"When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them.
*"'While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. **Then they worshiped

him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. >>And they stayed continually at the temple, praising
God.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
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Hymn of the Day

472 A Hymmn of Glory Let Us Sing
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Al-le - lu - ja, al-le -1lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
Al-le - lu - ja, al-le -1lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
Al-le - lu - ja, al-le -1lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
Al-le - lu - ja, al-le -1lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
5  Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord,

and be our future great reward.

Alleluia, alleluia!

Then, throned with you forever, we

shall praise your name eternally.

Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: tr. composite; The 1 enerable Bede, 673—735, abr.
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesing, Koln, 1623

Texct and tune: Public domain
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all praise to you let earth accord.
Alleluia, alleluia!

You are, while endless ages run,

with Father and with Spirit one.

Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



God's Word In Our Lives

Christ's Ascension Means He Is Closer Than Ever Luke 24:44-53

12



Stand

Apostles’ Creed CW 197

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

13



Welcome!

Worship Registers

We're so glad yon conld join us for worship today and would love to have a record of your visit!
Any information you'd be willing to share would be greatly appreciated!
Use the OR Code below for an online worship register

14


https://www.mtolivesuamico.com/worship-register

Prayer of the Church CW 198

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place.

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we live.
You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory.

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and
demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises and our
desire to live according to your will.

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace.

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who sneer at
your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and persecution.

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help them
distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and lasting joy.
Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel.

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who are
afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless . . . here name the person and the cause of the petition.|
Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners who miss someone they
loved.

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can.
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us patience to
accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us for the
day when you will take us to be with you forever.

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
15



Hymn 476 On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build

A
—i

1 On Christ’s as - cen-sion I now build the hope of my as -
2 Since Christ re-turned to claim his throne, great gifts for me ob -
3 O grant, dear Lord, this grace to me, re - call-ing your as -

NO
i
i

| 108

i i

| I |

[ J [
-

| 108

|

|
f [
|

f [ ——-—
|

!

N

A\

i i P | 1 t K I Py | i

N ] F 1 ¥ ¢ o o6& * o]
A - "

I 1

~
cen - sion. This hope a - lone has al-ways stilled all doubt and ap - pre-

tain - ing, my heartwill rest in him a-lone, no oth - er rest re-
cen - sion, that I mayserve you faith-ful - ly, in thanks for my re-

b i o e rire gt
t ] T 7
~

N

hen - sion, for where the head is, there as well I know his
main - ing, for where my trea-sure went be - fore, there all my
demp - tion; and then,when all my days will cease, let me de-

[a) ) N ,
D | | i ) ] t | ] ] i
Py ' 14 &
mem - bers are to dwell when Christ shall come and call them.
thoughts will ev - er soar to still their deep-est yearn - ing.

part in joy andpeace in an-swer to my plead - ing.

Texct: tr. William M. Czamanske, 1873—1964, alt.; Josua Wegelin, 1604—1640

Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524

Texct: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541
Tune: Public domain
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Prayer

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place.

Ascended Lord, seated at the right hand of the Father, we rejoice in your rule. In wisdom you
govern the kingdoms of this world. Bless all those in positions of authority. Lead them to confess
that all power comes from you. Continue to work all things together for the good of your kingdom,

and guard and protect us from all harm and danger.

When you ascended on high, you gave good gifts to us. We thank you for sending the apostles and
evangelists to record your words and explain them in Scripture. Continue to provide pastors and

teachers to guide and equip your people. Empower us to share your gospel with all nations.

Direct us always to you for grace that will help us in our time of need. As our High Priest, continue
to intercede for us with the Father when we pray in your name. [Bear before the Father our

individual petitions, as we especially pray for . . . here name the cause of the petition.

Lord Jesus, as you humbled yourself even to death on the cross before you were exalted on high,
lead us through all our trials in patient and humble faith until you lift us up on high where you have

gone to prepare a place for us.

On this festival day, we join the angels in rejoicing that you completed the work of salvation and
returned to your glory. With those who gazed up toward heaven, lift up our hearts as we await your
return. Come quickly and redeem our bodies as you have redeemed our souls. We praise and bless

you, our victorious Savior. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and = give you peace.
Amen.
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Hymn 742 On Galilee's High Mountain sts. 1,2,5
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Spir - it guards and gives us the joy to per - se - vere.

Text: Henry L. Lettermann, 1932—1996, abr.

Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792—1872

Texct: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734541
Tune: Public domain
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